Autologous responses to human leukaemic cells in mixed leucocyte culture.
Cryopreserved leukaemic blasts and remission non-T cells from 22 patients with acute leukaemia (15 lymphocytic, 7 non-lymphocytic) were tested as stimulators of autologous remission T cells and normal allogeneic T cells in primary and secondary MLC. In most cases the autologous response elicited by leukaemic cells was less than or equal to that elicited by remission non-T cells. However, T cells from 2 patients in long-standing first remission from ANLL displayed greater proliferation in response to leukaemic blasts than to remission non-T cells in both primary and secondary MLC. The results are suggestive of sensitization of these 2 patients to leukaemia-specific antigens, but other possible explanations are discussed.